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June 5, 2008 
 
Dear Colleagues; 
 
I am pleased to be able to announce that registration for the 48th Annual 
Conference of the National Association for Welfare Research and 
Statistics is now open.  The 2008 conference will be held in Nashville, 
Tennessee from August 17th through 20th.  Our conference facility is the 
Renaissance Hotel in the heart of downtown Nashville, where we have a 
special conference rate of $145 per night for single or double occupancy, 
$155 for triple or quad.  We will kick off the conference with a President’s 
Reception at the hotel on Sunday evening, and convene Monday 
morning to engage in a national discussion of the role of research to 
inform the future of welfare programs. 
 
This year, our conference theme is, “Making Sense of the Numbers: 
Using Research to Improve the Lives of Children and Families”.  
Research papers will focus on economic assistance programs as well as 
family and child well-being.  In addition, there will be a conference track 
focusing specifically on effective presentation of research results.  Our 
Program Co-Chairs, Don Winstead and Marilyn Edelhoch are currently 
planning the plenary and breakout sessions, and we will post the 
program on our website as soon as a draft is ready. 
 
Conference registration is available at www.NAWRS.org.  You may 
register on line or download the registration form for submission via mail 
or fax.  The conference registration fee is $375 until July 25, when it will 
increase to $425.  Conference registration includes the President’s 
reception, breakfasts Monday through Wednesday, an evening of dinner 
and music at the Country Music Hall of Fame, and lunch Tuesday and 
Wednesday. 
 
Please make your hotel reservations with the Renaissance directly.  If 
you wish to book your room on-line, you may access one of the websites 
below, which will automatically populate our conference code.  For single 
and double occupancy, click on: 
http://marriott.com/bnash?groupCode=nawnawa&app=resvlink 
For triple and quad occupancy, use this address: 
http://marriott.com/bnash?groupCode=nawnawb&app=resvlink 
 

PRESIDENT 
Kerry Mullins 
Tennessee Department of Human 
Services 
400 Deaderick Street 
Nashville, TN 37243 
(615) 313-4989  
Kerry.Mullins@state.tn.us 
 
PROGRAM CO-CHAIRS 
Marilyn Edelhoch 
South Carolina Department of Social 
Services 
PO Box 1520 
Columbia SC 29202  
(803) 254-2425 
marilyn.edelhoch@dss.sc.gov 
 
Don Winstead  
Florida Department of Children and 
Families 
1317 Winewood Boulevard 
Building 1, Room 202 
Tallahassee, FL 32399 
(850) 487-1111 
don_winstead@dcf.state.fl.us  
 
PRESIDENT ELECT  
Vacant 
 
SECRETARY 
Swati Desai  
desais@hra.nyc.gov 

 
TREASURER 
Aldona Vaitkus, Arizona 
Avaitkus@mail.de.state.us  
 

 
REGISTRAR 
Bill Tabron, Maryland 
Wtabron@dhr.state.md.us  
 

 
BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
George Falco, New York 
Manuel Moreno, California 
David Dlugolecki, New York 
Vince Kilduff, Maryland  
Roger Martin, Pennsylvania 
Suzanne Shatila, Tennessee 
Kevin Henson, West Virginia  
Gunvant Patel, Ohio 
Philip Klein, Wisconsin 
Robert Bentley, Oklahoma 
Barbara Startz, Oklahoma 
Rich Larson, Maryland 
Coleen Collins, Wyoming 
Jeff Dockter, Wyoming 
Michael Bono, California 
Craig Kahklen, Alaska 
Jeffrey Repichowski, New Mexico 
 
EX-OFFICIO MEMBERS 
Richard (Rick) Brennan, West Virginia  
Chris Plein, West Virginia  
Ken Kickham, Oklahoma  
Cathy Born, Maryland 
Ingrid Rothe, Wisconsin 
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Alternatively, you may make reservations by phone at 1-800-HOTELS-1.  Use our event 
code, “NAWRS Workshop” to receive the conference rate, which will be available for 
reservations made until July 20.   
 
Shuttle service will be available to NAWRS conference attendees at a reduced rate.  To 
receive the rate, go to www.supershuttle.com and use the code “TDSC5”.  This will entitle 
you to a $15 round-trip rate. 

 
 I encourage you to visit our website to see some of the things to do while you are in 

Nashville.  Conference rates will be honored at the hotel from August 13th through 23rd, 
so if you have been looking for an opportunity to visit Music City, this is an excellent 
opportunity to do so. 

 
Please do not hesitate to contact me with any questions you may have about the 
conference or about our city.  I look forward to seeing you in August. 

 
Sincerely, 

 
Kerry Mullins 
NAWRS president 

 
 


